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ABSTRAK

Ahmad Jainudin. 2024. Mengeruk Emas, Menimbun Cemas: Keretakan
Hubungan Manusia dan Lingkungan Sungai di Kecamatan Kurun, Kabupaten
Gunung Mas. (Dibimbing oleh Ismar Hamid).

Penelitian ini dilatarbelakangi oleh kondisi lingkungan sungai di Kecamatan
Kurun tidak seperti dahulu. Semenjak merajalelanya pertambangan emas yang
berdampak pada lingkungan sungai. Seperti halnya terjadi degradasi ekosistem
sungai, serta menimbulkan fenomena bencana. Sehingga hal ini menjadi sebab awal
terjadinya keretakan hubungan masyarakat dan lingkungan sungai. Tujuan dari
penelitian ini untuk mendeskripsikan bentuk keretakan hubungan manusia dan
lingkungan sungai di Kecamatan Kurun, Kabupaten Gunung Mas. Penelitian ini
menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif dengan jenis penelitian fenomenologi. Teknik
pengumpulan data menggunakan observasi tersamar, serta wawancara semi
terstruktur dan dokumentasi.

Hasil penelitian mengungkapkan bahwa kondisi lingkungan sungai
berbanding terbalik dari zaman dahulu dengan saat ini. Keadaan lingkungan sungai
kala itu masih terjaga ekosistemnya, sehingga dapat memberikan sumber manfaat
bagi kehidupan masyarakat. Selain itu, hubungan masyarakat terhadap lingkungan
sungai begitu terikat dengan baik. Namun, sekarang hubungan ini mengalami
keretakan akibat degradasi ekosistem di lingkungan sungai, sehingga masyarakat
tidak dapat lagi memanfaatkan fungsi sungai seperti sebelumnya. Hal tersebut
disebabkan perilaku masyarakat dengan melakukan aktivitas menambang emas
dengan cara melanting yang mengeksploitasi alam (sungai) untuk dikeruk sumber
materinya (emas) secara masif. Pada akhirnya alam (sungai) dan manusia
(masyarakat) saling mengeksploitasi dan tereksploitasi.

Kata kunci: ekosistem sungai, fungsi sosial sungai, degradasi sungai.
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ABSTRACT

Ahmad Jainudin. 2024. Dredging Gold, Hoarding Anxiety: Fractured Relations
between Humans and the River Environment in Kurun District, Gunung Mas
Regency. (Supervised by Ismar Hamid).

This research is motivated by the condition of the river environment in
Kurun District which is not what it used to be. Since the rampant gold mining has
had an impact on the river environment. As is the case with degradation of river
ecosystems, and causing disaster phenomena. So this is the initial cause of the rift
between society and the river environment. The aim of this research is to describe
the form of rift between humans and the river environment in Kurun District,
Gunung Mas Regency. This research uses a qualitative approach with a
phenomenological type of research. Data collection techniques used disguised
observation, as well as semi-structured interviews and documentation.

The research results reveal that river environmental conditions are
inversely proportional from ancient times to today. At that time, the river
environment still maintained its ecosystem, so that it could provide a source of
benefits for people's lives. Apart from that, the community's relationship with the
river environment is very well connected. However, now this relationship is
experiencing a breakdown due to ecosystem degradation in the river environment,
so that people can no longer utilize the river's functions as before. This is due to
the behavior of the community by carrying out gold mining activities by melanting
which exploits nature (rivers) to extract the source of the material (gold) on a
massive scale. In the end, nature (rivers) and humans (society) exploit and are
exploited by each other.

Key words: river ecosystem, river social function, river degradation.
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