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ABSTRAK

Deswitha Natalia, 2010414320039, 2025, Komunikasi Simbolik dalam Prosesi
Upacara Perkawinan Adat Suku Dayak Maanyan di Kabupaten Barito Timur,
di bawah bimbingan Siswanto Rawali

Penelitian ini mengkaji komunikasi simbolik yang terwujud dalam prosesi upacara
perkawinan adat Suku Dayak Maanyan di Kabupaten Barito Timur. Perkawinan adat
dipandang bukan sekadar ritual sosial, melainkan sebuah sistem komunikasi yang
kaya akan makna tersembunyi. Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk mengidentifikasi
bentuk komunikasi simbolik, menganalisis makna denotatif dan konotatif simbol-
simbol, serta mengidentifikasi mitos-mitos yang terbentuk dalam prosesi tersebut
berdasarkan teori semiotika Roland Barthes. Metode penelitian yang digunakan
adalah kualitatif deskriptif, dengan lokasi penelitian di Kabupaten Barito Timur. Data
dikumpulkan melalui observasi partisipatif terhadap jalannya upacara, wawancara
mendalam dengan tokoh adat, Wadian, dan anggota masyarakat yang terlibat, serta
dokumentasi. Teknik analisis data menggunakan pendekatan semiotika Roland
Barthes, yang menguraikan tanda menjadi penanda dan petanda pada tingkat denotasi
dan konotasi, hingga pembentukan mitos. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa
prosesi upacara perkawinan adat Suku Dayak Maanyan merupakan sebuah sistem
komunikasi simbolik yang kompleks, diekspresikan melalui simbol verbal (seperti
mantra Natas Banjang dan nyanyian Nyiang Lengan), non-verbal (objek/benda
simbolik). Setiap simbol memiliki makna denotatif yang jelas dan makna konotatif
yang mendalam, terikat pada nilai-nilai dan kepercayaan budaya Dayak Maanyan.
Konsepsi makna ini dipahami secara kolektif oleh masyarakat dan memengaruhi
interaksi simbolik selama upacara. Dari akumulasi makna konotatif tersebut,
terbentuklah beberapa mitos kunci yang membentuk ideologi pernikahan dalam
masyarakat Maanyan, antara lain Mitos Kesuburan dan Kelangsungan Hidup, Mitos
Harmoni Kosmis dan Perlindungan Spiritual. Komunikasi simbolik ini berfungsi
sebagai mekanisme vital dalam melegitimasi pernikahan, mewariskan nilai-nilai adat,
memperkuat identitas budaya, dan menjaga kohesi sosial masyarakat Suku Dayak
Maanyan.

Kata Kunci: Komunikasi Simbolik, Perkawinan Adat, Suku Dayak Maanyan,
Semiotika, Roland Barthes.



ABSTRACT

Deswitha Natalia, 2010414320039, 2025, Symbolic Communication in The
Traditional Wedding Ceremony of The Dayak Maanyan Tribe in Barito Timur,
under the guidance of Siswanto Rawali.

This research examines the symbolic communication manifested in the traditional
wedding ceremony of the Dayak Maanyan tribe in Barito Timur District. Traditional
marriage is viewed not merely as a social ritual but as a communication system rich
in hidden meanings. The objectives of this study are to identify the forms of symbolic
communication, analyze the denotative and connotative meanings of the symbols, and
identify the myths formed within the procession based on Roland Barthes' semiotic
theory. A descriptive qualitative research method was employed, with the study
conducted in Barito Timur District. Data were collected through participant
observation of the ceremony's proceedings, in-depth interviews with traditional
elders, Wadian (shamans), revered community figures, and involved community
members, as well as documentation. Data analysis utilized Barthes' semiotic
approach, which deconstructs signs into signifiers and signifieds at denotative and
connotative levels, leading to the formation of myths. The findings indicate that the
traditional wedding ceremony of the Dayak Maanyan tribe is a complex symbolic
communication system, expressed through verbal symbols (such as the "Natas
Banjang" mantra and "Nyiang Lengan" songs), non-verbal symbols (ritual gestures
and bodily interactions), objects/materials (traditional attire, yellow rice offerings,
heirloom items), and symbols of space and time. Each symbol possesses clear
denotative meanings and profound connotative meanings, intrinsically linked to the
cultural values and beliefs of the Dayak Maanyan. This conception of meaning is
collectively understood by the community and influences symbolic interactions during
the ceremony. From the accumulation of these connotative meanings, several key
myths emerge that shape the ideology of marriage within the Maanyan society,
including the Myth of Fertility and Continuity of Life, the Myth of Cosmic Harmony
and Spiritual Protection, and the Myth of Sacred and Eternal Bonds. This symbolic
communication serves as a vital mechanism in legitimizing marriage, transmitting
customary values, strengthening cultural identity, and maintaining social cohesion
within the Dayak Maanyan community.

Keywords: Symbolic Communication, Traditional Wedding, Dayak Maanyan Tribe,
Semiotics, Roland Barthes.
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