














  

ABSTRACT 

Asiah, N. (2026). Online Media Framing of the Affan Kurniawan Tragedy. Master's Thesis, Master’s 

Program in Indonesian Language and Literature Education, Graduate School, Lambung 

Mangkurat University, Banjarmasin. Advisors: (I) Dr. Noor Cahaya, M.Pd.; (II) Dr. Hj. Noor 

Eka Chandra, M.Pd. 
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News coverage of a particular event in online media often presents different constructions of 

reality, even when based on the same facts. This phenomenon is evident in the reporting of the death 

of Affan Kurniawan, who was fatally run over by a police tactical vehicle during a public 

demonstration. This study analyzes and compares the framing used by Tempo.co, Kompas.com, and 

Antaranews.com in reporting the incident. It is grounded in Robert N. Entman’s framing theory, 

which consists of four elements: defining problems, diagnosing causes, making moral judgments, and 

recommending treatments. The analysis is further supported by the concepts of media reality 

construction proposed by Bungin (2008) and Eriyanto (2002), the concept of pseudo-reality 

developed by Sobur (2001), and Hamad’s (2004) concept of meaning construction through lexical 

choices and source selection. This study employed a qualitative approach with a comparative design. 

The data consisted of 15 online news articles on the Affan Kurniawan tragedy published by 

Tempo.co, Kompas.com, and Antaranews.com between August 28 and December 31, 2025. The data 

were collected through documentation and analyzed by first identifying the 5W+1H news elements, 

then conducting a framing analysis using Robert N. Entman's model. 

The findings reveal that the three media outlets constructed different versions of reality 

regarding the same event. Tempo.co framed the incident as a human rights violation and an issue of 

police accountability by emphasizing civil society perspectives. Kompas.com framed it as a 

humanitarian tragedy by highlighting its social impact on the victim’s family. In contrast, 

Antaranews.com framed it as a legal and ethical violation addressed through institutional mechanisms 

by emphasizing official police statements. These differences are reflected in lexical choices, source 

selection, moral evaluations, and recommended solutions presented in the news texts. This study 

concludes that online news reporting reflects reality construction shaped by each outlet’s institutional 

orientation and editorial policy. Through fact selection and emphasis, a single event can be 

represented as different journalistic realities, resulting in diverse interpretations within the digital 

public sphere. 
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