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ABSTRACT

Fayadhi, Wildy Ahmad. 2025. A Descriptive Study on Students’ Writing Skill of
Discussion Text at 12" Grade of SMAN 1 Banjarmasin. Sarjana’s Thesis. English
Language Education Study Program, Faculty of Teachers’ Training and Education,
Lambung Mangkurat University, Banjarmasin. The first advisor: Prof. Dr. H. Abdul
Muth’im, M.Pd., the second advisor: Eka Puteri Elyani, M.Pd.

Keywords: discussion text, writing skill

Writing is an important part of learning English, but is also one of the
hardest skills for second-language learners. The Kurikulum Merdeka highlights
different types of writing, with discussion texts being key to helping students think
critically. Early observation showed that many students had trouble coming up with
ideas and also struggled with grammar and writing rules. This study aims to
describe how well 12" grade students at SMAN 1 Banjarmasin write discussion
texts.

The research used a descriptive quantitative method to measure students’
writing skills. The participants were two classes, XII-F and XII-I, selected through
cluster random sampling. Students were asked to write discussion text, which was
scored using Jacob’s rubric based on five aspects: content, organization, vocabulary,
grammar, and mechanics. The scores were then categorized using Gay’s
classification, with calculations following Sudjiono’s statistical formula.

The results showed that students’ overall ability to write discussion texts
was in the “fair” category, with an average score of 67.87. Most students did well
in content and organization but had problems with vocabulary, grammar and
mechanics. None of the students reached an “excellent” level in any area. The study
suggests that more attention should be given to vocabulary, grammar and writing
mechanics to improve students’ discussion text writing.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

All praise and gratitude are due to Allah SWT, for his endless blessings that enabled

the researcher to complete this undergraduate thesis entitled “A Descriptive Study

on Students’ Writing Skill of Discussion Text at 12th Grade of SMAN 1

Banjarmasin”. This work would not have been possible without the contribution

of many parties. Therefore, the researcher sincerely appreciate to:

10.

11

12.

. Prof. Dr. Ahmad Alim Bachri, S.E., M.Si., Rector of Universitas Lambung

Mangkurat.
Prof. Dr. Sunarno Basuki, Drs., M.Kes. AIFO, Dean of the Faculty of

Teacher Training and Education of Universitas Lambung Mangkurat.

. Dr. Moh. Yamin, M.Pd., Coordinator of the English Language Education

Study Program and expert validator and examiner.

. Prof. Dr. H. Abdul Muth’im, M.Pd., the first advisor and researcher and

academic advisor.

Eka Puteri Elyani, M.Pd, the second advisor.

. Fery Setyawan Amadhy, S.Pd., Principal of SMAN 1 Banjarmasin

Dra. Panca Rubiana Setyaningsih, English teacher at SMAN 1 Banjarmasin

The 12" grade students of SMAN 1 Banjarmasin academic year 2024/2025.

. All lecturers and staffs of the English Language Education Study Program.

The researcher’s big family

. The researcher’s university buddies, the Qoboy Quan-Xi team: Akhmad

Syaifuddin Arrizky, Ahmad Defa Maulana, and Muhammad Tahmidillah.

Lastly, the researcher himself.

Vi



Though this thesis is far from perfect, the researcher welcomes any constructive

criticism and suggestion for its improvement

Banjarmasin, April 2025

The Researcher

vii



TABLE OF CONTENT

Page
LETTER OF APPROVAL ..ottt i
ABSTRACT ... \%
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..ottt vi
TABLE OF CONTENT .....oooiiiiiiiiii s viil
LIST OF TABLES ..ottt X
LIST OF FIGURES . ....... ittt s Xi
LIST OF APPENDICES ..ottt Xii
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study .........c.ccooviiiiiiiiiiii 1
1.2 Research QUESTION .........ieiiiiiiiiiie ittt 3
1.3 Objective of the Study .......ccveviiiiiiiiii 3
1.4 Significance of StUAY .......ocoveiiiiiiiiii 3
1.4.1 Theoretical SigNifiCaNCe........cccovveiiiiiiiiieii i 3
1.4.2 Practical SignifiCance.........ccccovvvviiieiinienieie e 4
1.5 Definitions of the Key Terms .........ccccceiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiee e 4
CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 WITEIIZ ottt bbbt n e 6
2.1.1 Definition of WITtNG .....cccveiiiiiiiiiicic e 6
2.1.2 Purpose Of WITHNG .....oooviiiiiiiieie e 7
2.1.3 Process Of WITHNG .....ocveiviiiiiiiiiiic e 10
2.1.4 Genre of WITHINE......ccveieeiieeiee e 12
2.1.5 Components Of WITHNG ......c.cvvveiiiiiiieiiiin e 17
2.1.6 Scoring the Writing SKill...........ccooiiiiii e 20
2.2 DISCUSSION TEXL ..cuviiiiiiiiiiiii e 23
2.2.1 Definition of DiSCUSSION TeXt........covviririiriiiiieiiereeneeeee e 23
2.2.2 Purpose of Discussion TeXt ........cccccviieiiiiiiiniiiiice e 25
2.2.3 Generic Structure of Discussion TeXt.......cccocovriiiiicniiniiciiciieennns 25
2.2.4. Language Features of Discussion TeXt........ccccovviiiiiiiniiininnininninnns 26
2.2.5 Example of Discussion TeXt........cccoovrieeriiniioniiirienecsee e 27
2.3 Previous StUAY.....c.ooviiiiiiiii s 28
CHAPTER III METHOD OF THE RESEARCH
3.1 Approach and Type of Research..........cccccvoviiiiiieii e 31
3.2 Population and Sample..........cccooviiiiiiiiiiiii s 31
3.2.1 Research Population .........cccocoveiiiiiiiiiiic e 31
3.2.2 Research Sample .......ccvvviiiiiiiiiiiciice e 32
3.3 INStrUMENTATION ....ceiueieiieiie e 33
33U T TSt oo 33
3.4 Validity and Reliability of Instrument .............cccocoeviiniiiiiiicc e 34
3.4.2 Validity of INStrUMENtS ........ccovviiiiiiiiiiiiicicc e 34
3.4.3 Reliability of INStruments...........cccveviiieiiiin i 35
3.4.3.1 Inter-Rater Reliability.........cccoeoiieniiniiiiiiiieciieeeeeee 35
3.4.3.2 Test-Retest Reliability........ccocvveerciieeriiiiiiiecciieeiieeeee e 36

viii



3.5 DAtA COllECHON ettt ettt e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eee s 37

3.5.1 WIIING TESt..uviiiiiiiiiiiie ittt 38

3.6 Data ANALYSIS....coiiiiiiiiiiiicieiecie e 38
CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

4.1 Description of the Data..........ccccviiiiiiiiiiie e 40

4.2 Research FINAINGS .....cooveiviiiiiiiiiiicsee e 40

A.2.1 TESE ettt sttt 40

4.2.1.1 Scoring the Students’ Writing SKill............cccceoeniinininnennne. 40

4.2.1.2 Classifying the Students’ SCOT€.........ccovvvveeriieerieeeiee e, 42

4.2.1.3 Descriptive Statistics COUNtING.........ccceeevierreeiiienieeieenreennenn 56

4.3 ReSEarch DiSCUSSION .......eeiuviiiieiiiieiie ettt 59

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

I 070 s To] LTS3 10 ) s T 63
5.2 SUGEESTIONS ....cveiiiiiiiiiieiri st 64
5.2.1 English TeaChers. .......ccviiiiiiiiiiiiiciiee e 64

5.2.2 STUAENTS .uvvviiiiiiii it 65

5.2.3 Further RESEarch .....cccvvvviieiiiiiiiiieiie et 65

L 8 S 20 2 A (O S TR 67
APPENDICES ..o 70



LIST OF TABLES

Table Page
2.1 Scoring Rubric of Writing SKill.........cccciiiiiiiiiiiiii 20
2.2 Classification Of SCOTES ........ccveiiiiiiiiiieiie e 23
3.1 The Population of the Research ............cccooveiiiiiiiiiiiii 32
3.2 The Diagram of Cluster Random Sampling ...........ccccevvveiiiiniiiiniiiec e 33
4.1 Total Score on Writing Components of Discussion Text of Rater 1.............. 41
4.2 Total Score on Writing Components of Discussion Text of Rater 2.............. 41
4.3 Students’ Score for Content Component of Class XII-F from Rater 1.......... 42
4.4 Students’ Score for Content Component of Class XII-F from Rater 2.......... 43
4.5 Students’ Score for Content Component of Class XII-I from Rater 1........... 43
4.6 Students’ Score for Content Component of Class XII-I from Rater 2........... 43
4.7 Students’ Total Score for Content Component from Rater 1.............cccoeeees 43
4.8 Students’ Total Score for Content Component from Rater 2......................... 44
4.9 Students’ Score for Form Component of Class XII-F from Rater 1.............. 44
4.10 Students’ Score for Form Component of Class XII-F from Rater 2............ 45
4.11 Students’ Score for Form Component of Class XII-I from Rater 1 ............. 45
4.12 Students’ Score for Form Component of Class XII-I from Rater 2............. 45
4.13 Students’ Total Score for Form Component from Rater 1 ..............ccccccee.e. 45
4.14 Students’ Total Score for Form Component from Rater 2............cc.ccoevennn 46

4.15 Students’ Score for Vocabulary Component of Class XII-F from Rater 1 ..46
4.16 Students’ Score for Vocabulary Component of Class XII-F from Rater 2 ..47
4.17 Students’ Score for Vocabulary Component of Class XII-I from Rater 1 ...47
4.18 Students’ Score for Vocabulary Component of Class XII-I from Rater 2 ...47
4.19 Students’ Total Score for Vocabulary Component from Rater 1.................. 47
4.20 Students’ Total Score for Vocabulary Component from Rater 2.................. 48
4.21 Students’ Score for Grammar Component of Class XII-F from Rater 1 .....48
4.22 Students’ Score for Grammar Component of Class XII-F from Rater 2 .....49
4.23 Students’ Score for Grammar Component of Class XII-I from Rater 1 ......49
4.24 Students’ Score for Grammar Component of Class XII-I from Rater 2.......49
4.25 Students’ Total Score for Grammar Component from Rater 1 .................... 49
4.26 Students’ Total Score for Grammar Component from Rater 2 ................... 50
4.27 Students’ Score for Mechanic Component of Class XII-F from Rater 1.....50
4.28 Students’ Score for Mechanic Component of Class XII-F from Rater 2.....50
4.29 Students’ Score for Mechanic Component of Class XII-I from Rater 1......51
4.30 Students’ Score for Mechanic Component of Class XII-I from Rater 2......51
4.31 Students’ Total Score for Mechanic Component from Rater 1.................... 51
4.32 Students’ Total Score for Mechanic Component from Rater 2.................... 51
4.33 Percentage of the Overall Students’ Score of Class XII-F from Rater 1 .....53
4.34 Percentage of the Overall Students’ Score of Class XII-F from Rater 2 .....54
4.35 Percentage of the Overall Students’ Score of Class XII-I from Rater 1 ......54
4.36 Percentage of the Overall Students’ Score of Class XII-I from Rater 2......55
4.37 Percentage of the Overall Students’ Total Score from Rater 1 .................... 55
4.38 Percentage of the Overall Students’ Total Score from Rater 2 .................... 56



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure Page
3.1 The Result of Test-Retest Reliability ........ccccccvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 37
4.1 Descriptive Statistics Counting Result of Class XII-F from Rater 1............. 56
4.2 Descriptive Statistics Counting Result of Class XII-F from Rater 2............. 57
4.3 Descriptive Statistics Counting Result of Class XII-I from Rater 1.............. 58
4.4 Descriptive Statistics Counting Result of Class XII-I from Rater 2.............. 58

Xi



LIST OF APPENDICES

Appendix Page
1. Capaian Pembelajaran and Alur Tujuan Pembelajaran of Fase F for Senior
High School StUdents ........coovuiiiiiiiiiie e 70
2. Blueprint of WIiting TESt .........ccoviiiiiieiiiieiieie e 73
3. Expert Validation Sheet for Instrument ...........cccccceevvieriiiieiiie e 73
4. The Result of Inter-rater Reliability TeSting ..........ccovvviiiiviiiiiiiiesicciecn 73
5. The Result of Test-Retest Reliability .........cccoviiiiiiiiiiiier e 76
6. The Result of Writing Test of Class XII-F from Rater 1 and 2..............cccueee. 78
7. The Result of Writing Test of Class XII-I from Rater 1 and 2 ....................... 82
8. Instrument Of WIting TeSt.........ccvvieiiiiiiiiieii e 85
9. Students’ Answer Sheets from Rater 1 ..........ccooeeiiiiiiniiiicc e 86
10. Students’ Answer Sheets from Rater 2 .........cccccooovviiiiiiieniciece 90
11. DOCUMENEALIONS ...veuvieiieenieesieeeiee st e sieesiee et et e et e snneesbe e sneesneeanneenneeas 95
12. Letter of Research Permit ..........cccooceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiceee e 98
13. Letter of Advisors APPOINTMENT ......vveiivvieiiieeiiieeiiieesiee e siree e seee e 100
14. Sarjana’s Thesis Consultation Record..........cccoovvviiiiiiiiinienicicnee 101

xii



