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ABSTRACT

Habibah. 2025. The Effect of Simulation Technique on Students’ Speaking
Performance at SMP Negeri 9 Banjarmasin. Sarjana’s Thesis. English
Language Education Study Program, Faculty of Teacher Training and
Education, Lambung Mangkurat University, Banjarmasin. The first advisor:
Dr. Novita Triana, S.Pd., M.A., the second advisor: Eka Puteri Elyani, M.Pd.

Keywords: simulation technique, speaking performance, group class discussion

Speaking remains one of the most challenging skills for students in learning
English as a foreign language. Many learners struggle to speak fluently and
confidently due to limited exposure and lack of interactive speaking opportunities
in the classroom. This study aims to examine the effect of the simulation technique
in improving students’ speaking performance compared to group class discussion.
Specifically, it investigates whether there is a significant difference in speaking
performance between students taught using simulation and those taught through
group discussion. This quantitative research employed a quasi-experimental design
with a nonequivalent control group post-test-only design. The participants consisted
of two classes of eighth-grade students at SMP Negeri 9 Banjarmasin selected
through purposive sampling. The experimental group was taught using the
simulation technique, while the control group received instruction through group
class discussion. Data were collected through an oral speaking interview based on
topic cards and analyzed using an independent samples t-test in SPSS version 29.
The findings, supported by hypothesis testing, revealed a significance value of
0.049, which is below the 0.05 significance level, and the t-value higher than the t-
table value. Based on these results, the null hypothesis is rejected, and the
alternative hypothesis is accepted. These results confirm that the simulation
technique enhances students’ speaking performance by providing realistic
communicative situations that foster active participation and meaningful language
use. Therefore, integrating the simulation technique into classroom instruction can
be considered an effective approach to improve students’ speaking performance and
develop greater confidence and communicative competence.
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