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ABSTRACT 

 

Nor Ilmi. 2025. Perception of Siamese Catfish (Pangasius hypophthalmus) Farmers Towards 

Seed and Feed Grants in Barambai District, Barito Kuala Regency, South Kalimantan. 

Mentors: (1) Dr. ERMA AGUSLIANI, S.Pi., M.P. (2) Prof. Dr. LEILA ARIYANTI 

SOFIA, S.Pi., M.P. 
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Grant programs help farmers, but their effectiveness is still questionable. Some of the 

main problems that arise are uneven distribution of seeds and feed, varying seed quality, late 

delivery of feed, and minimal technical assistance for farmers. The provision of Siamese 

Catfish seed and feed grants is not a new development; grant assistance is provided to support 

the improvement and sustainability of Siamese Catfish farmers’ production. The research 

aims to analyze the implementation and distribution mechanisms of the seed and feed grant 

program, analyze the perceptions of fish farmers regarding the benefits, obstacles, 

transparency and level of satisfaction of the seed grant program and analyze the challenges 

faced by fish farmers in utilizing seed and feed grants from the 2022 seed and feed grant 

program received. The research was conducted in Barambai District, Barito Kuala Regency, 

South Kalimantan Province. The research sample consisted of recipients of the Siamese 

Catfish seed grant program and feed in Barito Kuala Regency during the 2022 budget year, 

totaling 30 individuals divided into three groups that received a Siamese Catfish seed grant 

and feed in 2022. Validity testing is used to assess the extent to which research instruments 

(e.g., questionnaires) accurately measure what they are intended to measure, and reliability 

testing is used to evaluate the internal consistency of the research instrument. The data 

analysis technique employed is a qualitative descriptive analysis, based on the regulations. 

The study was conducted in accordance with South Kalimantan Governor Regulation No. 

069 of 2021 and the Minister of Home Affairs Decree No. 50-5889 of 2021 to evaluate the 

implementation mechanism and distribution of seeds and feed in the 2022 grant program. 

Farmers’ perceptions were measured using a questionnaire with a Likert scale (1-5). The 

obstacles faced by farmers will be analyzed using data reduction methods, data presentation, 

and concluding interviews and open questionnaires. The implementation mechanism for the 

2022 budget year seed and feed grant has followed formal procedures as stipulated in the 

South Kalimantan Governor Regulation Number 069 of 2021. The process started with 

submitting a proposal, verifying eligibility, selecting recipients, and distributing aid. 

However, during its implementation, delays in distribution times, inappropriate seasons for 

granting grants, and information gaps persisted due to uneven socialization. This suggests 

that, although the mechanism has been operating according to procedure, its effectiveness in 

the field needs to be enhanced. Farmers’ perceptions of the grant program were very high. 

Respondents stated that this program helped increase production (98.67%), reduce 

operational costs (97.33%), and increase income (97.33%). Economic benefits and grants 

also increase self-confidence in running a business (97.33%). These findings suggest that the



 

 

grant program has a significant impact on business efficiency and the psychological 

empowerment of farmers. Perceptions of the benefits of grants are very high; however, 

several technical obstacles are faced by farmers. These obstacles include a mismatch between 

the number of seeds and feed, inappropriate distribution times (especially during the rainy 

season), and a lack of technical assistance. Differences in grant utilization strategies and 

managerial abilities lead to variations in production outcomes among farmers. Farmers who 

actively add inputs independently and can manage feed provision efficiently achieve higher 

production increases than those who rely entirely on grants. 
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